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- -. Gzeat News from tho | 
_- Welt of England. 


boi a True Account. of, Two Young, Perſons holy Bewitch'd in the Tow * 
of Beckenton in Somerſet-ſhire > Shewing the ſad Condition they 'are in, by 
Vomiting, or Throwing out” of their Bodies, tle Abundance of Pixs, Nails, 
Pewter, Braſs, Lead, Tron, and Tin, tb the Admiration of all Beholders. - 


.Andof the old Witch being carryed ſeveral Tins to a great River; into which, het 
Legs being tied, ſhe was Thrice thrown in ;_ but each Timeghe Swam like a Cor#, 


£ 


| AFTERWARDS 
By Order | | om a Juſtice of Peace. ſhe 'was Searct?d by.a Jury of Women, 
an@ſuch 


Fi ns and Marks being*found about her, - politive Oath» was giver 
'_ in againſt her ; ſo that alga Dh to & = _ | 


| mmitted to Jayl, until the next Aﬀizes. 
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Kiow there be Perſons in” the Worlh who will not believe there are Witches ; that 

is, ſich Perſons, who, by a. and Confederacy with the Devil, do get him 

- to enter, pollels, and tbrment;the Bodies of Children, and others: But whoſo- 

ever, ſhall read. this enſuing. Narrative, if he be not an Atheiſt in his Heart, as 

3 if his Praftice, may be eakly Convinc'd ; and ſee the Neceſfity of keeping cloſe 

.to GOD, in a conſtant Performgnce of his Duty ; that GOD may keep cloſe to him in 
his. dayly Preſervatiar and Safety. _  - 


the Town of - Beckenton, bout 'T'wo Miles from Froom, and: Seven from Bath, in 
| orher et-ſbire, liveth one W:liam Spicer, a young, Man about eighteen Yeary of Age ; 
3 'he was wont to paſs by the Alms-bouſe ( where lived an Old Woman, afour Four- 
ſcore )' he would call her Witch, | and. tell her of her Buns; which did ſo enrage the 
Old 'Woitian, that ſhe. threatened him with a Warrant; and accordingly did fetch one: 
front” a Neighbouring J=ſtice of the Peace z at which he was fo frightened, that he hum- 
bled h "to her, -and promiſed never to call her ſo again. Within a few days after 
this. * Man fell into the ſtrangeſt Fits that ever Mortal: beheld with Eyes, and 
ſ, byturns, held him about a Fortnight ; When the Firs were upon him, he would 
often ET hat he did. fee this Old Woman againſt the Wall in the ſame Room of the Houſe 
. where be was, and hah ſometimes ſbe did kibck. ber. Fiſt at him , ſometimes gria ber Teeth, 
pt we Iaug9. at, bim #n bis Fits. | He was fo (trong} that three or four Men could: 
tG& hold him ;" and when he did,call fgr Small” Beer to drivk, he would be ſure to 
bring up ſome Crooked Pins; firſt and laſt; to the Namber of Thirty, and upwards. 
In the ſame Town liveth oner4fary ll, about the: fame Age of this Youpg Mans, 


id 


who ma_ng gh this nr paper the Ring ſhe borrowed of her ; 00 

through. her Importynity,' (he prevailed to get the: Ri with this Threatning ) front 

| = Old Woman, This the h en 4_—2 £ bays a Ly it longer. About a Week 
| before the ſaid , vas. taken with Fits, - ſie tmet this Old Woman in the Streer ; 
who takin ret by Ne hand? deſired ;her to Foe with her to Froom, to look after ſome 

| Sporning Work; for none im the Tqwn. would ſuffer'her to have any : The ſaid ary 

| being, otefuſed to)go with Her; About four-days after ſhe met the Old Woman 

| again» o*-nog have begg'd an *Apple of her, haying newly bought ſome, which ſhe 
ned To give 7 iſe 4 IP ry 

The S«day following; ſhe complained of 2.-pricking in her Stomack; but on Monday, 

as ſhe yas Eating her Dinner, ſomethin wes is her. Throat, which was like to haye 

Ghoaked-her;—and ar rhe Tame time fell into Violent Fits, which held her till Nine or 

Ten a Clock at Night ; the Fits were ſo ſtrong and violent, that Four cr FiveePerſons 
were ſcarce able to hold her, and jn the midſt of them, ſhe would tell haw ſhe ſaw 

this old Woman againſt the Wall, grinning at her, {hd _ ſtruck at, would _ 
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> to or the blows. Phe day after, ſhe was tnbes, with the like Fits, un would L 
T hoy vo folmings is beg that. crop op Perſon that had ewigchs 
oh apt At 6 t rooked Pins, and fo 
; ag 3. began "to throw up Nals 
| 009 t- Aighe Dey: And then ſhe began to —_— up 
Nails againg and Handlesge of Peper _ Nas vs ſeFeral_ pieces of Iror, 
Lead, and: 4d S* witty Yarn, and ſome. - 
ith betw "iow ; fo ſhe continued to do for 
ſome cenſi 78g whrow 6 up an Fall = Two aÞ vc Crooked Pins, beſides 
ſeveral cluſters * {Creed tee, or Seventeen in a Cluſter, Seven Pieces of Pewtex, 
'of ORbIE Gnobe of tins Six/Pictes of ' Lead; - fome whereof were 
n pponi, the, Lead of a Window, belides one "ſolid Piece ' ad, 
fro ie pe -44y *Pieces. of -Latren, with Wire _ 
| z\ but hollow; and very big ; = 
regen ont ht wer Bw i tor: ade = 
- , ot © own ſeeing ton ſaid 
md bei concerned for” her, did cauſe this old Woman ro be brought near; 
+ Houſe frame ——_ Mary. Lived';/ unknown *ro her; and being gathered together 
into the open Air, who im- 
men were ſcarce able. to hold 
by £ | and -the old. Woman | pughs 
: to the faid Aaryrin a r) 
ſhe. © dab . "= men, ahd OY He by, 
, a hold. 
his Won 


urple_ Spots, 
Needle, but ſhe felt no pain :' She had "OD Marks and ig of- a Witch, 
of which the Worn Do 67 Whis 20 to'the Juice; and ſome 

ing poſſitively againſt her, ſhe was ſent to the. County Jayie, where ſhe is remaining to 
be Tryed the next Afſizes. - 

: This old Woman'was had to a great River near the. Town, to ſee whether ſhe c 
fink under Water 3 -her Legs bang tied; ſhe' was pnt in, and and tho? ſh ſhe did ener Þ 
the: uttermoſt:( by her Hemds )' to get her ſelf under, mn, Jet ſhe could not, but 
lie ypon her Back, and- did Swim like a piece of, Cork : There were preſeat above 
Twenty Perſons to'Atteſt''the Truth vf- this, yet could not gait! Credit in the minds,- 
of Ptople ;; Therefore, ſhe was had to Water a ſecond time, and being put ins .ſhe 
fivam /as-ar\ firſt, *and 'tho? there were preſent aboye Two Hundred People to. ſee this 
Sights yet. /it could not be believed by many. At"the ſame time, alſo, there Was put 
ints the Water, a Luſty young Woman, who ſunk immediately, and» had been draw 
had .it not. for* the#help that was at hand. * To ſatisfy the Wotld, and: to leave 
no Room For doubting, the. 01d, Woman was had down to the Water the third tiwe, 
and being put. in as betore, ſhe did ſtill Swim. At this Swimming of her, were pre- 
ſent, ſuch a Company of People of rhe "Town and Country, and many-of them, Perſons 
of 'Quality, 'as could not well be Numbred ; ſo that now, there is ſcarce one Perſon 
that goubts.of the Truth of this thigg. 

* Iris fulb Fen Weeks a ago {from the Twenty Eight of Odtober laſt paſt ) ihe this 
young, Woman was hrft ſeized with theſe Terrible Fits: And tho? ſhe had been Viſt 
red by the. Minilter of the Place, who for ſometime Prayed with her. Twice a Day , \ 
.and*by. a' Noa-conf or99/e- Minifter that Lives ip the ſame Pariſh, that Twice. = | 
"the like Office, yet ſhe contines to be often ſeized .with terrible Fits, to bring 
vp both Nails and Handles of | Spoons, and is. till - nn an " Ohjet of great Pig 
-_ ro BE remembred at the Throne of Graae daily. 


The Truth of this is be Atteſted by us, 
May- Hil, Rector of Beckenton 


6-5 os Franci 
Is MN T9 Chinch-Wardens, 


"OQober, 26th, = 
1680, Chriſto. Brewer, \' yer. Seer c * 
0 Francis Franks, f er , tho oo 


W1lI. —_ 
Wf. Cowherd, > Conſtables, 
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